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Blue Harebells, a paper sculpture

(hand dyed) by Sourabh Gupta

SOURABH GUPTA

the artist

To try toDEFINE SOURABH GUPTA’'S WORK would be a FOOL'S ERRAND. In
his own words, he is a “MULTIDISCIPLINARY DESIGNER”, but that doesn’t quite
capture THE SCOPE OF HIS ARTISTIC IMAGINATION AND TALENT.

Born and raised in the
small village of Hari
Nagar in Jammu, Gupta
had an insatiable drive
to “just make things”
from an early age. But
traditional art supplies
were hard to come by,
so he got creative with
materials instead. “I
would pick up old receipts
or try to write as small

as possible in my school
notebooks so that I could
save pages,” he says.
Once, he even turned
some of his mother’s
saris into curtains.
“Resourcefulness has
always been a virtue of
mine,” he jokes.

Gupta, 29, always
excelled at studies, and
eventually found his way
to architecture school
in India and earned
a master’s in interior
design at Parsons in New
York City, where he now
lives and works out of his
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commissioned Gupta to
create hundreds of paper
daisies for her Met Gala
gown this past May.

“For a long time,
people didn’t take me
seriously because I was
doing [many things] and
they weren’t sure how to
classify me or my work.
People thought I had not
‘arrived’ at my medium.
Until I discovered
someone who works the
way I do—making a chair,
then an airplane, then
a sculpture—and is one
of the most celebrated
designers in the world.”

Gupta is referring to
Thomas Heatherwick,
who is responsible for
the recently unveiled
Vessel in Hudson Yards
in New York City, the
new Google headquarters
in Silicon Valley, and
the reimagined London
double-decker bus. “Since
Heatherwick can operate
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